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could. Dr. Shennum is one of the rare 
program managers who can be counted 
on to provide factual answers when 
asked a question. He does not give eva-
sive responses, however convenient 
they may sometimes be for his com-
pany or the Pentagon. His straight-
forward approach with the Pentagon, 
Congress, and within his industry team 
has been instrumental in the Airborne 
Laser’s outstanding program perform-
ance. I wish him the best in his well-de-
served retirement. 

The Booen-Shennum team has suc-
ceeded because both of these men un-
derstand what the word ‘‘leadership’’ 
means. They know it involves fixing on 
an objective, setting high, but real-
istic, standards, and leading the gov-
ernment and industry components of 
the Airborne Laser team effectively to 
that objective. They have refused to 
accept excuses for work that hasn’t 
met their standards. They have in-
spired their colleagues to accomplish 
more than many thought possible. 
They appreciate effort, but expect re-
sults. 

And it is results, unparalleled in any 
other defense program, that Mike 
Booen and Paul Shennum have given 
us. 

Colonel Booen and Dr. Shennum have 
demonstrated how a government-indus-
try team should act. This program is 
not a team in name only, thanks to the 
constant efforts of Colonel Booen and 
Dr. Shennum. They have caused the 
team members, including the various 
defense contractors, industry and gov-
ernment employees to really work to-
gether to achieve a common goal. 

In their relentless pursuit of excel-
lence, Col. Mike Booen and Dr. Paul 
Shennum have reminded us that Amer-
ica’s defense programs will ultimately 
succeed or fail because of the people in-
volved. I congratulate them and thank 
them for doing such a great job. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MILLENNIUM DIGITAL COMMERCE 
ACT 

Mr. THOMPSON. I ask that the Chair 
lay before the Senate a message from 
the House to accompany S. 761. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
Mr. THOMPSON. I ask unanimous 

consent that the Senate disagree to the 
amendments of the House, agree to the 
request for a conference with the 

House, and the Chair be authorized to 
appoint conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 

Mr. REID. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 2285 

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that S. 2285 is at the desk, and 
I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill for the first 
time. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2285) instituting a Federal fuels 

tax holiday. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, I 
now ask for its second reading, and I 
object to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The bill will be read the second time 
on the next legislative day. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 27, 
2000 

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today it ad-
journ until the hour of 12 noon on Mon-
day, March 27, 2000. I further ask con-
sent that on Monday, immediately fol-
lowing the prayer, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and the Sen-
ate begin a period of morning business 
until 1:30 p.m. with Senators permitted 
to speak for up to 10 minutes each, 
with the exception for the following: 
the first 45 minutes under the control 
of Senator DURBIN, or his designee; the 
second 45 minutes under the control of 
Senator THOMAS, or his designee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. THOMPSON. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, following the 
morning business period at 1:30 on 
Monday, the Senate will begin consid-
eration of S.J. Res. 14 regarding the 
desecration of the flag. Under the 
agreement reached earlier, two amend-
ments will be debated during Monday’s 
session of the Senate. 

As announced, no rollcall votes will 
occur on Monday, and therefore the 
votes in relation to those amendments 
are scheduled for 2:15 on Tuesday. Any 
Senators interested in debating this 
important measure should be prepared 
to do so on Monday or early Tuesday. 

Again, the next scheduled rollcall 
vote will occur beginning at 2:15 on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, prior to 
leaving the floor, I hope the leader gets 

the message that we have a lot of work 
to do. There was a dialog that went on 
in the Chamber today talking about 
the many things that need to be done. 
Minimum wage was talked about at 
some length. I also remind the major-
ity that there are other things we need 
to get to work on. We are not doing 
anything related to education. We have 
health care delivery problems that 
need to be addressed, including Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights, prescription 
drugs for seniors, and Medicare. 

There are other things that may not 
sound as important but are just as im-
portant. I met again today with some 
high-tech people. I know the Senator 
from Tennessee has spent some time on 
the Export Administration Act. I hope 
the majority will allow us to move for-
ward on that legislation. It is ex-
tremely important to the high-tech in-
dustry, which is the flagship that is 
now driving this economy. 

The minority is ready to work day 
and night on all these issues. The rea-
son I am so concerned is I have worked 
since my time in the Senate with Sen-
ator BYRD. He has been whip, he has 
been majority leader, minority leader, 
chairman as well as ranking member of 
the Appropriations Committee, and 
many other positions, but I have 
worked with him my entire 14 years in 
the Senate on the Appropriations Com-
mittee. I know how long it takes to 
work the appropriations process. We 
have 13 appropriations bills we must 
move, and it must be done before Octo-
ber 1. 

We don’t have a budget yet. We have 
13 subcommittees with the appropri-
ators waiting to move their bills. We 
cannot do it until we get a budget. I 
don’t think we are at a point of des-
peration yet, but there is a lot of work 
to do and not much time to do it. I 
hope the majority allows the Senate to 
move forward on all these important 
things as quickly as possible. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD BEST—AN 
AMERICAN HERO 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, Tom 
Brokaw’s recently released a best-sell-
ing book, ‘‘The Greatest Generation’’ is 
a tribute to the contributions of the 
millions of Americans who grew up 
during the Great Depression, then went 
on to fight and win WWII. 

I suggest that most Americans will 
agree that Mr. Brokaw’s father’s gen-
eration is one of unique and lasting sig-
nificance. 

Having lived through that dark hour 
when totalitarian regimes in Europe 
and Asia threatened the survival of our 
republic, and having witnessed the sac-
rifices unhesitatingly borne by our 
servicemen, I must confess that I, like 
most of that generation, can never 
take our liberties for granted. 

More than a half-century removed 
from victory in WWII, in retrospect I 
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